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�


So let God work his will in you. Yell a loud no to the Devil and watch him scamper. Say a quiet yes to God and he’ll be there in no time. Quit dabbling in sin. Purify your inner life. Quit playing the field. Hit bottom, and cry your eyes out. The fun and games are over. Get serious, really serious. Get down on your knees before the Master; it’s the only way you’ll get on your feet.





James 4:7-10
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“Get Serious”


James - The Brother of Jesus


August 20, 2017





Context: James speaks not to individuals but to the 


	Christian community of faith in 49 A.D.





�The ultimate choice in life lies between pleasing _________ and pleasing God.





4:1-2, (NRSV) If pleasure is the policy of life, nothing but 


	hatred and division can possibly follow. – Barclay





	Life for Self/Pleasure		Life for God


  	At each other’s throats/Tears apart	Draws Together


  	Competes for Limited Resources	Love/Serve One Another


	Shuts the door of p__________	Opens/Demands p______





4:3, (NRSV) True prayer to God is “_______ will be done.”





4:4-7, God wants to be our s_______ (closest relationship).


 God’s offer is o____ to all people, but c_____ to other deity.





�We worship our ___________, work at our play, 


and play in our w__________. – Leland Ryken





4:8, (NRSV) We must c_______ all of Jesus or none of Him.


  Jesus said, “No one can serve ______ masters.” (Matt 6:24)





4:9-10, If we kneel before Jesus, He will r_______ us up!


	But, kneel we must! “There is a God. We’re not Him.”





4:11-12, When we j_______, we have forgotten our place.


Judgment belongs to God alone.


Our duty is not to judge God’s law but to obey it.





4:13-16, Only God knows how long I will __________.





4:17, (NRSV/MSG) You have been warned: If you know a 


	thing like slander is wrong and continue, that’s _____.





Action: K_____ before Jesus and trust Him to raise you up.
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