
Isaac prayed to the Lord for his wife, because she was barren; 
and the Lord granted his prayer, and his wife Rebekah 

conceived. The children struggled together within her; and she 
said, “If it is to be this way, why do I live?” So she went to 

inquire of the Lord. And the Lord said to her, 
“Two nations are in your womb, 

    and two peoples born of you shall be divided; 
the one shall be stronger than the other, 
    the elder shall serve the younger.” 

When her time to give birth was at hand, there were twins in 
her womb. The first came out red, all his body like a hairy 

mantle; so they named him Esau. Afterward his brother came 
out, with his hand gripping Esau’s heel; so he was named 

Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old when she bore them. 

Genesis 25:21-26
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“Difficult People at Home” 
September 10, 2017 

Introduction: ____% of people polled believe we have a civility problem. 
 Sometimes the people we are hardest on are the people we are. . .  

A Biblical View of Family: Genesis 25:27-34 
27: Esau was a h_______ and Jacob tended the h_______. 
28: Dad Isaac loved _______. Mom Rebekah loved _________. 
29-30: Esau comes home h________! 
31: Jacob whose name means “Grabby” sees his o____________. 
Birthright is the practice where the ________ son receives a double 

portion of what all the younger brothers receive. 
32: Esau trades his f______ for self-gratification now. 
33-34: Little brother is a “Huckster!” Where are the p__________? 

Dance like no one is watching. 
Email like it may one day be read aloud in a deposition. 

Great Wealth Comes to the Family: Genesis 26:12-14, 16 
34: At 40, Esau marries Judith and Basemath and made life  
 b_______ for Isaac and Rebekah. 
The Charade: Genesis 27: 1-4 
The final blessing of the firstborn son is the most powerful of all, so much 
so that once it is given it can never be taken back. - Frederick Buechner 

Genesis 27:5-24  
The Result: Esau is out to ________ his little brother. (30-37, 41) 

The story of Jacob is the story of __________, a self-portrait.  
What will happen when the brothers meet? Genesis 33:1-4 

Action Steps for Home this week:   
 1. Manage your ____________. 
 2. Learn from excellent __________ models. 
 3. Practice your l___________ skills:  
  A. _____________ of silence 
  B. S________ sounds of love, beauty, and kindness. 
  C. Is my listening a__________ or passive? 
   C__________ or empathetic?
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