
 All scripture is inspired by God and is 
useful for teaching, for reproof, for 

correction, and for training in 
righteousness, so that everyone who 

belongs to God may be proficient, 
equipped for every good work. 

1 Timothy 3:16-17 
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“The Bible Told Me So” 
Who Needs God? 
October 8, 2017 

Introduction: _____% of Americans report no faith involvement. 
  Last week, we looked at “baby gods”: B________, boyfriend, guilt. 

Jesus loves me this I ________, for the __________ tells me so. 
“If the Bible says it, that __________ it.” 

The Role of Scripture 
  If the _________ is the foundation of our faith, as the _________ 
 goes, so goes our faith. 
“Christianity does not exist because of the Bible anymore than you 

exist because of your birth certificate.” - Andy Stanley 
4BC—0——30/33CE——-70—————312————388 

The first, second, and third century Christians believed Jesus 
loved them ________ the Bible told them so.” - Andy Stanley 

For the first 300 years, the debate centered on an e____, not a book. 
The question was “Did Jesus raise from the dead?” 

M_______’s eyewitness account says, “Yes He did!” (40-55A.D.) 
M_______’s eyewitness account says, “Yes He did!” (33-40 A.D.) 
L_______’s eyewitness account says, “Yes He did!” (60-62 A.D.) 
J_______, J________ (brother), P______, and P______ all “Yes!” 
1 Corinthians 15:3-8, “and to more than _______ at one time” 
Luke 2:1-5, Emperor Augustus for R____. Quirinius of S_______. 
J______ from Nazareth in Galilee to Bethlehem in Judea with Mary. 
Luke 3:1-2, Luke is saying, “F____-check me.”  
This is not “Once upon a time,” but names, dates, locations, culture, 

and political structure. The writers’ lives were on the line. 
Christianity made its greatest strides during the 300 years 

before the Bible existed. 
Action Steps:  

“As to all opinions which do not strike at the root  
of Christianity, we think and let think.” - John Wesley 

 2. ________ your personal faith story this week.
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