	“Worship Fully”
December 2, 2018
Surviving Christmas
For many of us, Christmas has become something we feel like we have to ____________________.

We worry, obsess, and overspend on gifts for people who already have ____________________.

Christmas has been co-opted by ____________________.

If we only survive Christmas, we miss the life-changing ____________ of Jesus’ coming.

Meanwhile, some are ____________ just trying to survive this Christmas.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Responding to Jesus’ Coming
Luke 1 tells the story of __________, a young woman whose life is turned upside-down by a visit from an angel.

Mary’s response to the news of Jesus’ coming is __________.

What does her worship look like?
1. Proclaiming God’s __________.
2. _______________ for those in need.

Mary reminds us that if it’s not good news to the __________, it’s not the Gospel of Jesus.

Jesus’ coming doesn’t just mean presents, food, and cards. It means peace, healing, and hope for _______________.

When we worship fully at Christmas, we experience and 
share the hope of the world. #A2sermon

Action Steps
1. Prepare: Review your calendar and shopping list, and find ways to __________ in order to worship fully.
2. Pray: When you feel overwhelmed by all there is to do, pray this breath prayer: “Lord Jesus, fill me with your __________.” 
3. __________ for children who are seeking safety.
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And Mary said,
“My soul magnifies the Lord,
     and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
 for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.
    Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
 for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
    and holy is his name.

Luke 1:46-49
NRSV
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